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Jose M. Duarte de Jesus, PhD, retired ambassador, 

Researcher at I.O. University of Lisbon and at 

I.P.R.I. Universidade Nova. 

 

Professor Fernanda Ilhéu, Mr. Herman van Rompuy, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

First of all, I would like to thank the organizers of this 

event for inviting me as one of the keynote speakers. 

Before referring to the future of European relations with 

China in a brighter framework, including the Portuguese 

Speaking Countries, I would like to say a few words about 

the future we would like to shape for the post pandemic 

World Order. This while having in mind the crisis that 

characterizes the US-China relations at the present 

moment. 

First with the rise of Asia and specially of China, we need 

to stress the importance of the European contribution in 

building an international political and economic balanced 

world. 

In my view if we want to avoid increasing political, 

economic tensions and rivalries between major world 

actors, this European contribution is of capital 

importance in preventing any bipolar scenario and the 

further consolidation of any kind of bipolar international 

structures. 
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In terms of Human Rights, the European Union should 

respect the culture and tradition of each nation, and 

avoid using Human Rights as a lashing weapon, but rather 

be committed to its enforcement through dialogue with 

China. 

Indeed, in a bipolar world, nations are forced to choose 

between two alternatives and create a situation similar 

to the Cold War. I would like to quote what Joseph Nye 

Jr. wrote last month “I am not pessimistic. In my view, 

economic and ecological interdependence reduces the 

probability of a real cold war, much less a hot one…The 

US and China must avoid exaggerated fears that could 

create a new cold or hot war.” 

Having this situation in mind, I believe that the European 

Union could play an important role, as an independent 

actor, to avoid a cold war scenario, and to facilitate a fair 

competition in the economic field especially in the areas 

of digital transformation and connectivity. 

In order to be recognized as a major player, the European 

Union and its member states must define their key 

interests and act in a coherent and congruent way. 

Multilateral agreements are, in my view, the most 

important way to make progress towards these 

objectives. The E.U. should continue to base its policy on 

its “Global Strategy” of 2016. 

The aim and strategy of this policy should focus on 

establishing a partnership among equals with China and 

other Asian countries. 
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In short, the European Union strategic approach to China 

should be cooperative and geopolitically neutral. 

Portugal, as a member state, and one that has probably 

the oldest relationship with China could play an 

important role in this field. 

In December 2020, China and the European Union have 

agreed in principle, on an “E.U. and China Comprehensive 

Agreement on Investment” which China hopes to see 

ratified during the present Portuguese Presidency. 

This Agreement, in conjunction with several others 

previously signed, provide a broad political framework to 

establish a coherent cooperation in many areas. 

On the hand, over 10 years ago, Portugal, has already 

signed with China a “Comprehensive Global Strategic 

Partnership”, to promote a constructive dialogue in areas 

like economy, culture, politics, science, technology, 

education and health, having therefore already 

established a sound legal basis to deepen its cooperation 

with China. 

More recently, in 2018, during the visit of President Xin 

Jinping to Lisbon, both Prime Minister Antonio Costa and 

the Chinese President agreed in upgrading the Global 

Strategic Partnership. 

Both countries signed 17 agreements and agreed to 

jointly push forward the Belt and Road Initiative. 
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Another important vector of our Foreign policy is the 

CPLP community, comprising all Portuguese speaking 

countries. 

Here of particular relevance is the “Macau Forum”. 

The “Macau Forum” (Forum for Economic and Trade 

Cooperation between China and Portuguese Speaking 

Countries) created in 2003, at the initiative of China, is an 

excellent platform to develop a triangular cooperation 

between China – Portugal and Portuguese Speaking 

Countries (CPLP).  

A Ministerial Conference of this Forum is held every three 

years in Macau to approve a three-year action-plan for 

Economic and Trade Cooperation. 

The following countries are members of this Forum: 

Angola, Brazil, Cape Verde, China, Guinea-Bissau, 

Mozambique, Portugal, São Tomé and Principe (since 

March 2017) and East-Timor, and a Permanent 

Secretariat is based in Macau, where Portugal has a full-

time Delegate, Maria João Bonifácio.  

 

When considering this overall framework, I tend to be 

optimistic about the future of the European Union 

Relations with China, as well as the Relations of Portugal, 

China and the Portuguese Speaking Countries in a 

multipolar World Scenario. 

 

 


